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HITTING THE TARGET 
WITH THE BBS 


You might be sitting back with your newsletter reading this article 
thinking, "I don’t care, this doesn’t affect me because I don’t own a modem 
and/or don’t call the BBS." Let me try and tell you how the BBS affects 
you, and how it benefits you, even if you don’t have a modem. 

Every month, the people who submit newsletter articles upload their 
articles to the BBS. (Upload is a term that means send a file, via the 
modem from you to the BBS. Download is a term that means send a file, 
via the modem from the BBS to you.) Our newsletter editor, Dave James, 
then downloads the articles from the BBS. He collects them, and compiles 
them into what we have to know and love as the newsletter. BUT, this is 
NOT the printed version of the newsletter. Dave doesn’t have a printer 
capable of printing the newsletter. So what Dave has to do is to go back, 
call the BBS, and upload the FINISHED newsletter file to Reg Ney. Reg 
then downloads the newsletter from the BBS, prints it out, and then 
sends it off to the printer to be copied and stapled. 

That is a pretty complex chain of events that occurs every month to 
insure that a newsletter appears in your mailbox a few days before the 
meeting. But that is not all that the BBS is used for. 

In addition to newsletter work, I use it to send the renewals/new 
members to Reg every month, so he can update the database. It is 
because of this that your accounts are up to date, and you don’t have any 
problems with errors in our record keeping. 

PLUS, the BBS is used as a Public Relations tool in the Pittsburgh 
area. This draws new members into the PCG. So not only is the BBS 
essential in creating a quality newsletter every month, in keeping YOUR 
records up to date, it also recruits more members in to the group. 

hope you can see how important the BBS is to you, as a member 
who might not even use it. Now I’m going to get down to the facts and 
figures. I ask for your indulgence to read on, because the incentives that 
we're offering will benefit YOU. The incentives that we're offering will 
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This Month’s Schedule 
Sunday, September 20, 1992 


9:00 - 9:30 Meeting Registration. 


9:30 - 11:00 Morning Sig Meetings. 
Amiga 
Beginner-C64-C128 


11:15 - 12:30 General Meeting in the 
Main Lecture Hall. 


12:30 - 12:45 A small break, PCG 
Store open and raffle tickets 
drawn. 


12:45 - 1:45 Afternoon SIG Meetings 
GEOS - Amiga - Public Domain 
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Board members, please note: All Board 
Meetings are Mandatory. 


Friday October 2, 1992: Newsletter articles 
due on PCG BBS (412) 434-5483. 


Sunday, October11, 1992: Newsletter 
folding and Board Meeting. 


Sunday, October18, 1992: Membership 
Meeting at Duquesne University. 


PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 


President 

V.P. & Librarian 

V.P. for Programs 

Director of Public Relations 


Rick Bilonick 922-8538 
Sean Peck 682-3735 
Brian Schwadron 372-4151 
Ed Berger 828-4710 


Treasurer John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Secretary Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
Board Ed Eichenlaub 462-2969 
Members Vacant 
at Large Bob Jox 


Past President Neal Kushner 828-3505 
Board Advisor & D.U. Liaison Reg Ney 655-3261 


MEETINGS Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of every month, except July 
& August, at Duquesne University's Mellon Science Hall. Visitors are 
welcome. 

9:00 - 9:30am Doors open at Mellon Hall. Registration, Doughnuts & 
Coffee, Vendor's Tables & Flea Market open. 

9:30 - 11:00am Special Interest Groups AM Sessions. 

11:15am - 12:30 Business meeting and/or Scheduled Speakers in Falk Hall 
on the first floor. If no meeting or speaker is scheduled, SIG’s continue. 
12:30 - 12:45pm PCG Store opens, Vendor's Tables & Flea Market 
re-open. 

12:45 - 2:00pm Special Interest Groups PM Sessions. 


LIBRARY The Librarians, Neal Kushner and Sean Peck, copy PUBLIC 
DOMAIN and SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a small fee 
for the disk and service. The Librarians also accept donations of software 
for all Commodore computers, and attempt to help members locate 
programs in our extensive library. 


PCG BBS The PCG BBS can be reached at 2400/1200/300 bps, 8 bits, no 
parity, 1 stop bit Call 434-5483 24 hours a day. Sysop: John Mulcahy. 


DISCUSSION GROUPS For those who are new members or are not 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA 15242 

a ee ee gry ge z 
DATE NEW___RENEWAL___! 
NAME 
(ADDRESS l 
(ITy i 
TATE ZIP i 
IPHONE (HOME) (WORK) I 
COMPANY : 
OCCUPATION l 
EQUIPMENT l 
ee E) 
SIGNATURE I 
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THE CLUB NOW EXCEEDS 250 FAMILIES, — 
and we mail to over 50 other User Groups around the world. The 
total computerist readers of this newsletter is in the thousands. 


familiar with the workings of the PCG, we hold discussion groups as a part 


of the meeting, before and after the regular business meeting. Discussion 

roups are the informal gatherings that PCG tries to hold each month so 

t various users can get together and share their ideas or questions about 
the many aspects of Commodore computing. 

Discussion topics may range from how to set up that new C128 to 
compose music using machine language or the ins and outs of using your 
modem with Compuserve or QLink. We hope to establish several varied 
discussion gots at each meeting and then report back the results or 
findings in newsletter the next month. Everyone is welcome to come, 
ask questions, sit back and listen, offer advice and have a good time. 

| would like to Know your thoughts concerning discussion groups. 
If you have a particular subject or idea you'd like to see, this is your chance 
to speak up. We plan to continue with the C128, Amiga, GEOS, and 
educational groups on a monthly basis again this year. | would like to 
expand the groups so that we can introduce graphics, music, 
telecommunications, etc. to both the new and current members. Please 
volunteer your service if you can. You don't have to be an expert to lead a 

roup, just have an interest and be willing to share some time with your 
allow users. 
Amiga - Reg Ney & Neal Kushner 
Geos - John Blasdell 
C-64/C-128 - Joe Keating 
Video Toaster - Ed Eichenlaub 


NEWSLETTER The Newsletter is published monthly. Its $1.50 cost is 
included in the $20.00 annual PCG Membership Fee. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles of all types. Please proofread carefully. 
Upload your article to the PCG BBS. All submissions received by the last 
Sunday of the month will be considered for inclusion in next month's issue. 
You may also mail your articles on paper or on disk to the PCG at the above 
address. Preferred formats are ASCII, Wordperfect 4.x, TheWriteStuff, 
SpeedScript, or EasyScript, although other formats may be accepted. 
Editor: David F. James Phone: (412) 457-8015 


This issue of the PCG Newsletter was created using the following: 
HARDWARE 

Am a Soor, HP LaserJet Ill, 1200 baud modem, and perseverance 
Professional Page, DpaintlV, AdPro 


PCG STORE 

The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, magazines, and 
assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this Newsletter. Back orders, 
and Mail orders are possible by arrangement with the Manager or Librarian. 


ADVERTISING 
Full Page $60 
Half Page $40 
Quarter Page $25 
Classified Ads FREE to Members 


All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by camera-ready art or a 
pre-approved electronic format (such as a Professional Page file or IFF 
graphic) and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the 
month in which they are to appear. Please mail your requests to the 
address shown at the top of this page. 


THANK YOU 
To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University 
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Message from the 
President 


The Board of Directors and I have 
been quite busy over the summer. We 
had two Board meetings, one in July and 
one in August. By the time you read this 
we will have already had the September 
meeting. Well, what did we accomplish? 
First, every one has become familiar with 
their new duties - many people simply 
changed titles and positions. More importantly, four new 
initiatives were identified and executed. 


First, our BBS, which is critical to the creation of the 
PCG Newsletter and the operation of our group, has been 
having ever increasing equipment problems over the last 
six months. This culminated in the BBS being down for 
almost two months (July and August). The BBS had 
operated for the last four years with an Amiga 500, SCSI 
host adapter, 65 megabyte hard drive, a total of 3 
megabytes of memory, and a 2400 baud modem. The 
equipment was taken to the Amiga dealer and it was 
determined that the SCSI host adapter and the 500’s 
power supply needed to be replaced. Even though the 

ard drive and extra memory were OK, the size of the 
hard drive (5.25 inch) precluded it being fitted into the 
new GVP expansion box. We decided to purchase a GVP 
expansion box with SCSI host adapter, 3.5 inch 120 
megabyte hard drive, drive power supply, and added 
memory. A large part of the problem was that the original 
equipment had been purchased before Amiga 
peripherals had been more or less standardized. It was 
simply wiser and easier to take care of a number of 
current and potential problems all at the same time (for 
example, the 65 megabyte hard drive had been in 
continuous usage for over four years). To make a long 
story short, we had to spend $900 but now have a stable 
system with almost twice the hard disk storage. In 
addition, the hard drive access time is greatly improved. 
The BBS is now up and running and should continue to do 
so with little interruption for a number of years. Plus, the 
GVP equipment has a two year warranty. 


Secondly, many members and potential members 
have said for some time that it’s difficult for them to 
attend our monthly meeting, held in the riaeen on the 
third Sunday of each month (September through June). 
So arrangements have been made to add a second meeting 
each month starting in October. This additional meeting 
will be held in the evening the first Monday of each month 
(October through June). It will be held at the mae om 
Library in Oakland. (See details elsewhere in this 
Newsletter.) 


Thirdly, our Newsletter advertising policy/pricing has 
changed to help encourage our dealers to regularly place 
advertisements. The advertising revenue greatly falos 
underwrite the cost of publishing the newsletter. (Almost 
half of our current budget is needed to cover the cost of 
the newsletter.) We are now charging $250 for a quarter 
page ad which appears in all 200 full newsletters which 
are mailed to members and also the 200 extra 4-pagers 
that are distributed to the dealers, book stores, libraries 
and so forth. 


Lastly, to help pay for the up-front costs of revamping 
the BBS, we have launched a donation campaign to help 
offset the tremendous cost incurred. I encourage everyone 
to contribute what ever they can. Five and ten dollar 
contributions will be greatly appreciated. The sale of the 
usable (and not so usable) equipment has brought in 
around $155 so far. We can expect another $100 or so 
after all the old equipment is sold. This still leaves about 
$650 to recover. John Mulcahy (our Treasurer and BBS 
Sysop) and I have each contributed $30. 


At the September Board meeting, I plan to discuss 
several more initiatives. Because of the importance of our 
BBS and the problems caused when it is not available, I 
am proposing that we do the following. First, we need two 
volunteers that would be willing and prepared to 
temporarily run a much simplified version of our BBS, 
should the main BBS at Duquesne be unavailable. When 
a log into the main BBS, you will routinely be given two 

ackup BBS telephone numbers. The first number should 
be used in the event the main BBS is down. If the 
primary backup number doesn’t connect you to the 
temporary BBS, the second backup number should be 
used. Hopefully, when the main BBS is down, at least one 
of the backups will be available. The backups will only be 
used for a day or two at most (possibly only between the 
hours of 8pm and midnight), until the main BBS can be 
restarted. The idea is to have a backup available without 
a lot of inconvenience to the backup BBS host. 


We also need to have a phone answering machine on 
the main BBS to let people know that the main BBS is 
down temporarily and to give out the telephone number of 
the backup BBS. If you have an answering machine that 
you could donate, please let us know! 


There are a lot of places where Amiga magazines are 
sold. We need more volunteers to help distribute the 4- 
page flyers (actually the front and back cover pages of the 
ull newsletter) The more places that distribute our 
flyers, the more people we can attract to our user group. 
More members will increase the amount of money we can 
spend on additional services. Please help if you can. 


You can also help us increase membership by telling 
our friends who have Commodore computers about the 
enefits of PCG membership. We could double our 

membership if each current member convinced one friend 
to sign up! Feel free to invite them to a meeting. There 
are several thousand Commodore users in the Pittsburgh 
area (according to local dealers). 


Finally, this is your group. We want to make it the 
best user’s group in the area. Let us know what you 
would find useful. This year we are offering the following 
services to members: two monthly meeting dates, monthly 
newsletter, 24-hour BBS, software/programming classes, 
PCG store which includes public domain software library 
access, monthly used equipment flea market 
equipment/book rentals , inexpensive income tax and 
wo processing software, free advertising in the 
newsletter. Your President, Board of Directors, BBS 
Sysops, Newsletter Editor, and software librarians are 
working harder than ever. Your contributions of time 
and/or money are greatly appreciated and can be used to 
improve the operation of the Pittsburgh Commodore 

roup. 


Rick Bilonick Q 


s aalala 
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The Amiga Librarian 


by Neal R. Kushner 


Hello everyone. I hope you 
enjoyed your summer. Its time to 
start looking at the new Fred Fish 
disks. Here are your choices for 
this month: 


Fish disk 691 to 695 


C Manual - Disk 1 through 5 of 
a 5 disk distribution of one of the largest collections of 
documents, examples, and utilities in C for the Amiga. It 
consists of six manuals, with more than 40 chapters, 175 
fully executable examples complete with source code, and 
several utilities and other goodies. The manuals describe 
how to open and work with Screens, Windows, Graphics, 
Gadgets, Requesters, Alerts, Menus, IDCMP, Sprites, 
VSprites, AmigaDOS, Low Level Graphics Routines, etc. 
They also explain how to use your C Compiler and give 
you important information about how the Amiga works 
and how your programs should be posta . When 
unpacked, the manuals and examples nearly fill up twelve 
standard Amiga floppies. This is version 3.0, an update to 
version 2.0 on disks 456 and 457. Because of its size, it is 
distributed on five library disks, 691 through 695. 
Author: Anders Bjerin 


Also found on 694 is: 


CrossMaze - A crossword puzzle game where the 
player is given the words but no clues. 


Kan - A program that will simulate the Trashcan 
function in the shell. 


PgmToShd - Takes a standard PGM format 
graphics image and creates from it a PPM 
image containing information to view 
black and white images in 151 shades of 
gray instead of the Amiga’s standard 16. 


Also found on 695 is: 
ICalc - A powerful calculator with many features. 


PPData - A small utility for crunching data files 
using Nico Francois’ powerpacker.library. 


Fish disk 696 


CLITools - Two small shell commands, touch and 
time. 


Drivers - Printer drivers for the Canon BJ10, 
BJ20, BJ130, BJ300, BJ330, and the 9 pin 
Epson mode Star printers. 


IFSLab - An Iterated Function System fractal 
generator. This one focuses on the 
Collage Theorem". 


MemSnap - A small memory monitor useful for 
seeing how much memory other programs 
take up. 


TinyClock - A cute little analog clock with lots of 
features. 


WindowTiler - A WB2.0 commodity for arranging 
windows. 


Fish disk 697 


Hackdisk - A complete replacement for 
trackdisk.device minus support for 5.25 
inch and 150RPM floppies. 


HiSpeed - A high speed printing utility for 
DeskJet printers. 


QMouse - An unusually small and feature-packed 
“mouse utility”. 


TypoGrapher - A softfont editor package for 24- 
pinwriters and DeskJet printers (any 
model). 


Fish disk 698 


SCRAM500 - The first of a series of Public Domain 
"KitWare" hardware projects for the Amiga. On this disk 
you will find the design for an 8Me and SCSI 
controller for the Amiga 500 (SCsi for the 500 = 
SCRAM 500). You will also find an order form to obtain 
PCB, chips and whatever you need to build one. 

The SCRAM 500 is easy to build, cheap and should 
be useful to a lot of people. Included in this distribution is 
complete documentation on how to assemble a SCRAM 
500, notes for Amiga 1000 owners, a description of the 
custom chips, design notes, troubleshooting guide, user’s 
manual, bill of materials, 12 HPGL plot files for 
schematics and PCB layout, hard drive partitioning 
software, a mountable device driver, a ROMable driver, 
and more! Author: Norman Jackson 


Fish disk 699 


EZAsm - Combines 68000 assembly language with 
parts of C. 


IFFConvert - A program to convert the different 
compression methods of IFF ILBM files. 


MungWall - Mungos memory and watches for 
illegal FreeMem’s. 


ReOrg - ReOrg is a fast disk optimizer that can be 
used for floppy disks and hard disks. 


Continued on Page 8... 
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The Librarian Whispers 


by Sean Peck 
Hello everyone, I have 
just finished compiling 
the Disk of the Month 
for our september 
meeting for the 128/64. 
But before I get into 
its contents, I would 
like to announce 2 new 
regular things that 
will be found on the 
DOM at least until 
next september. 
The first is, a 
small collection of 
SIDS will be found on 
every disk. Sids are music files for your 64/128. They even 
have stereo capable sids as well. Of course, if you wish to 
hear the stereo sids, you must either wire a second Sid 
chip into your 64/128, or you can purchase a cartridge 
from CMD which will allow the same effect. (by the way 
this addition will also give you 6 voices in your little 
64/128, more than even the amiga, 3 left and 3 right) 

The sids on this months disk include ’Crazy Train’ by 
Ozzy Ozborne, ’Revolution’ by the Beatles, ‘Sweet 
Emotion’ by Aerosmith, Knights in White Satin’ by the 
Moody Blues, and ’Stairway to Heaven’ by Led Zeppelin. 
Stairway to Heaven is a stereo sid, so if you already do 
have the additional SID chip you can really enjoy this one. 

The second new regular is that a few hi-res screens 
will now be found on every disk. The screens are in either 
Koala or DOODLE format. The pictures found on this 
months disk include a Star Trek picture and a nice 
moonscape. Now on this note, I would like to announce 
that I would like pictures to be contributed from PCG 
members, if you or someone you know is an artist on the 
64/128, PLEASE contribute your artwork to the library. In 
thanks the PCG will allow the contributing artist a free 
disk from our library. 

Ok now onto the files. 

DKSLIDE 

This is the high res viewer program, it will search the 
disk drive and loop threw the pictures it finds on the disk. 
This months disk has 2 pictures. 

STEREOPLAYER 

This is the SID Player program for the 64/128 very 
slick. This and the above are musts for those who wish to 
view and play the sids and pictures that will be on further 
DOM disks as well. 


GEOVIEWER 
This allows the viewing of GEOPaint Files without 
having to enter the GEOS environment. 


C/Train 
A nice little graphic demo, nice ride through the 
country in a train. 


The Terminator 
A pretty nice shoot em up game based off of 
theterminator movies. 


ZED 
This file is a 128 text editor allowing files of up to 8 
megs to be manipulated and edited with the correct 


configuration. (Ram expanders, ramlinks etc) On a 


standard 128 it can handle 100k text files. 


The rest of the disk, I cannot say for sure what will 
be on it. I am in the process of moving, and this typing is 
one of the last things I am doing before packing up the 
computer. The remainder of the contents of this months 
DOM will be posted at the meeting. Sorry about that. Q 


SOFT-LOGIC POWER UP TO PAGESTREAM 2.2 


If you are using a word processor now and have been thinking 
about moving up to the world of desk top publishing, now is the 
time to act. Soft-Logic’s Power-up program is in effect until 
September 30, 1992. Move up to PageStream 2.2 for $125. Just 
send your payment, the first page of your word processing manual 
and a photocopy of the program disk to 


Soft Logic Publishing Corporation 
Sales Department 

11131 F South Town Square 

St. Louis, MO 63123 
800-829-8608 QO 


The Diaries of a Madman 


Well hello again everyone! It is that time of the year 
again, time for the summer to slowly fade into fall, and 
the PCG to once again come together and share our 
combined intelect?? (grin) Anyway I do have a few 
important things I must say and get through. 

First I would like to thank those who elected me to 
my new position of VP and Librarian, hopefully I can keep 
up the hh quality that the library and store have been 
able to achieve. 

Second, FINALLY the store once again does carry 
’The Write Stuff’, for those who placed orders in June, you 
can pick them up at the meeting. And so we all know what 
5 going. on here is the pricing scale the PCG will be using 
or ; 


C 64 package (version 1,2 with spellchecker, BB 
rer m Keyboard overlay, and Illustrator) 
.0 


C 128 Package (Version 1,2 with spellchecker, BB 
e Keyboard Overlay, and Illustrator) 
k 


Overlay’s will sell for $2.00 each, for those who do 
not have one, or have multilated or lost them. 


V2 upgrade for persons who have V1, but not V2. 
$10.00 


Illustrator Upgrade $5.00 


The third and I believe final thing I would like to 
bring up at this moment, is the expanding of the stores 
inventory, to include other things. Printer Paper has been 
suggested, if you have any suggestions or ideas please feel 
free to let us know, we are here for you ya know, and we 
need user input just as much as your Commodore 
machine does (smile) 


Until next time..... 
Sean Peck Q 


I 
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BBS Stuff 


by Jonh Mulcahy 


Hello and welcome back to the PCG. I hope 
ou had an enjoyable summer. I know I did. It is hard to 
Lalova as I looked at the calendar today that it’s the 
deadline for newsletter articles again. we summer (as I’m 
sure your’s did) literally flew by. The BBS went through a 
metamorphosis over the summer. Let me tell you what I 
did, what I’m going to offer, and what I plan on doing. 


Firstly, at the last board meeting, we voted to 
increase the downloading fee from $5 a year to $10 for 
this year alone. This is to help cover the costs in buying 
new computer equipment for the BBS. Secondly, we came 
up with a donation plan/incentive poran to help recover 
aota of those costs. This will be covered in another 
article. 


Now that the BBS is back up, it is easier for 

you to stay in touch with your fellow PCG Member. We 
are pulling in the national echoes. An echo is a message 
area that is shared in common with literally hundreds of 
other BBSes across the world. We carry them now. If you 
have a question about Arexx, a question about your 
Commodore 128 that no one seems to be able to answer, if 
your GVP hard drive is acting up and you have nowhere 
to turn to find out why, then you have to look no further 
than our BBS. We have echo message areas dealing with 
Commodore 64, 128, and Amiga computers. In addition, 
we carry echoes put out and sponsored by 2 major Amiga 
companies. If you have a problem with your IVS or GVP 
product, you can post your question there and you'll get 
an answer. 


The file areas are back and new files are 
being uploaded. Between myself and a few other people, 
we shouldn’t be short on files. I have over 80 megabytes 
set up for files, so we have PLENTY of space. In addition 
to that, I have a plan in the works that will insure us at 
LEAST 10-15 new files a week. But this is still far in the 
development stages. 


At the meeting this Sunday, I will be bringing 

in a few different things for you, the member. Firstly, I 
will bringing in more printed manuals. Depending on the 
printing costs, the price will range from $3-$5. I haven’t 

otten them copied yet at Kinko's so I don’t know what 

ind of price will be there. Secondly, I will be bringing in 
what I call "The PCG BBS Survival Kit". What is this? 
Well, say if you just bought that new modem and aren’t 
too sure how to use it, or rather, you are looking for 
programs - that telecommunications package, file 
compressors, or something related to that. Well, look no 
farther. My BBS Survival Kit is made up of 2 floppy disks. 
It includes a state of the art Amiga Telecommunications 
program, all of the file compressors available for the 
Amiga, and to top it off, Pll even throw in a User’s Manual 
to the PCG BBS. The price hasn’t been set for this kit yet 
as I have to talk to Neal, and I have to ascertain the 
printing costs on the manuals. Tentatively, I am hoping 
the price to be around $5-$6. 


That’s about all I wanted to talk about for 
this month. Hopefully, by the time next month’s 
newsletter articles are dné, I can have more things to brag 
about! See you later, and happy computing! Q 


I’m rushing to get a 


BBS Survival Kit 


Stores Displaying PCG Newsletter 


The following stores carry products of interest to PCG members 
and provide an outlet for our newsletters: 


Babbages (Century III Mall) C64/128 software. 

Babbages (South Hills Village) - C64/128 software. 

Babbages (Ross Park Mall) - C64/128 software. 

B. Dalton Books (South Hills Village Mall) - Books, magazines, 
and Amiga disk magazines. 

Border’s Books (Norman Center II - near South Hills Village) - 
Books and magazines. 

Carnegie Libraries (all branches) - PCG Newsletter. 

CDR Systems (Washington St., Swissvale, PA) - Amiga hardware, 
software, and magazines. 

Electroniques Boutiques (Ross Park Mall) - Amiga, C64/128 
software. 

Games and Gadgets (Century III Mall) - Amiga, C64/128 
software. 

Megabytes (561 Clairton Blvd. Pleasant Hills) Amiga 
hadrware/software. authorized Commodore dealer. 

Pittsburgh Computer Store (Rt. 51 near Century III Mall) - 
Amiga hardware, software, books, and magazines. 

Second Childhood (Beaver Falls) - C64/128 hardware and 
software. 

Software ETC., Kaufmann’s Downtown 9th floor - Amiga, 
C64/128 software. 

Sun Appliance Stores (all stores) - Amigas. 

Upper St. Clair Library - PCG Newsletter. 

Waldenbooks (South Hills Village) - Books and magazines. 
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PCG Board Minutes 


July 12, 1992 


PRESENT: Rick Bilonick, John Mulcahy, 
Kushner, Marilyn Richards. 


BBS DOWNTIME was the major topic of discussion. 
It was decided to have the entire system evaluated by 
CDR as soon as possible. Board members were contacted 
by phone with the results of the evaluation and for their 
input towards a decision to purchase a new HD. A 
discussion of the various expenses involved with operating 
a BBS followed. In addition, it was noted that there is a 
direct relationship with the smooth production of the 
newsletter and the stability and reliability of the BBS. 


MEMBERSHIP RETENTION AND NEW 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE will be major goals for the year. 
Two proposals were presented at this meeting. 1.) Ed 
Berger will offer ongoing C-Programming classes. 2.) 
Proceed with the plan for the alternate monthly meeting. 
A discussion followed to locate a central meeting place 
that would have adequate and accessible parking 
facilities. Neal Kushner would check with Carnegie 
Museum. A tentative two hour meeting would include the 
Amiga 2.04 OS presentation, Maple 5 demonstration and 
a question-answer period. Advertising plans were 
discussed. 


THE AMIGA LIBRARIAN identified his plans for the 
year. He will contact companies to secure demo programs, 
review disks for the month and continue to encourage PD 
donations. 


SPIRALING NEWSLETTER COSTS _ initiated 
decisions to reduce the newsletter to 12 pages, thereby 
reducing mailing costs, and to eliminate delinquent dues- 
paying members from the mailing list after the December 
issue. 


ADDITIONAL GOALS FOR THE YEAR were 
postponed until the next meeting. 


August 9, 1992 


PRESENT: Rick Bilonick, Sean Peck, John Mulcahy, 
Ed Berger, Bob Jox, Neal Kushner, Marilyn Richards. 


A NEW HARD DRIVE FOR BBS was purchased to 
replace the ailing system. Should be up and running 8/10. 


FUND RAISING suggestions to help cover the cost of 
the new system were discussed. 1.) Raise the 
downloading fees to $10 for one year, then re-evaluate 
need. 2.) Seek donations from members. For each $5 
donation, provide a PD disk. Those donating over $20 will 
receive an additional 1/2 hour on the BBS for the year. 3.) 
Establish an Honor Roll to recognize the donators. 


NEWSLETTER AREA on BBS will soon be expanded 
to include an area to leave MESSAGES to the 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR. John Mulcahy will put notices 


Neal 


on the BBS front end message area and in the newsletter 
directing members where to upload newsletter articles 
and messages to the editor. 


ADDITIONAL MONTHLY MEETING plans were 
finalized. The meeting will be scheduled for the FIRST 
MONDAY OF EACH MONTH starting October 5, 1992 at 
the Carnegie Museum in Oakland. See additional details 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 


AN ADVERTISEMENT CAMPAIGN for the 
newsletter was proposed by Rick Bilonick. Ad rates and 
placements were discussed. With an emphasis on 
retaining quality articles, a sugEeation was made to 
reduce the number of graphics in the newsletter. 


GOALS for the C64 LIBRARY were presented b 
Sean Peck. Besides selling the PD DOM, TWS, TW 
Illustrator and the Income Tax pik sag he plans to 
se the merchandise for sale in the PCG Store. He 
will also contact the European magazines about making 
these magazines available to our members through the 
club. An ongoing goal is to locate and document the 
whereabouts of the PCG equipment. 


A BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE position was left 
vacant when Sean Peck was elected VP/Librarian. There 
are two years remaining to that position. Nominations 
will be taken from any interested member. There will be 
a vote next month. 


With all the decisions, activities and unfinished 
business that needs discussed, a business meeting will be 
planned for the main meeting. 


Submitted by, 
Marilyn Richards, Secretary 0 


Treasurer’s Report 


Last month we had a series of renewals, and 
one new member. Welcome to Arthur Peterson. Good to 
have you! 

Our income for last meeting was $429.83 and 
our expenses included BBS Ssyop parking, Newsletter 
printing, food for the meeting, Misvel aneous phone costs, 
porien upgrading BBS computer equipment, re-stocking 


Store software, and miscellaneous hardware 
replacements. 

Invoices are available to be viewed upon 
request by any member in good standing. Q 
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Shrink - A new archiver that uses dynamic 
arithmetic encoding with a dictionary size 
from 1-64Kb. 


Sizer - Reports the size of selected disk objects 
(including subdirectories). 


Fish disk 700 


TextPlus -TeXtPlus Professional is a TeX frontend 
word processor. 


The entire listing of these programs will be on the 
table at the meeting. 


There will not be any new blank disks for sale at this 
meeting but I hope to have some by the end of the month. 
There is a large back order for blank Sony 3 1/2 disks. 
Judgeing by the poor quality of the subsitute disks, that 
we had and had to send back, I can see why everyone 
wants Sony. We will have for sale used PD disks for sale 
for 70 cents each. First come first serve. This does not 
include feature disks. 


As always if you have PD disks or programs that you 
have obtained and are not part of the Fish collection 
PLEASE donate them and you will be rewarded with a 
disk and the knowledge that you have provided us with a 
little sun shine. 


Your humble librarian, 
Neal Kushner Q 


...Continued from Page 10 
Tips and Hints: 


I needed to reprint some fire-damaged materials I 
had created with geoPublish. While the #1581 was down, 
I tried creating a #1541 disk with geoPublish, 
GeoPubLaser and the laser fonts used. I say ‘tried’ 
because the disk filled up before all the fonts were copied. 
I wondered if GeoPubLaser actually accessed the 
geoPublish program when printing, so I tried an 
experiment. I copied GeoPubLaser, fonts, ‘Publish Doc’ 
(GeoPublish data files) and text files to a disk and away 
we went to print. It worked perfectly. GeoPubLaser gets 
all formatting info from the ‘Publish Doc’ files. I wondered 
if the #1541 drive would slow the printing process, 
compared with the faster #1581. The #1581 is faster at 
everything else, but there was no slowdown talking to the 
LaserWriter. 

Prior to printing, I wanted to make a few changes to 
the text. The text files are accessible with geoWrite, so I 
didn’t even need geoPublish. 

GeoWrite has 2 types of tabs. The regular tab 
functions like a tab stop on typewriters, while the solid 
tab lines up columns of figures. I discovered columns of 
figures do not need decimal points to line up properly. 
Columns of figures line up properly, as if they were ‘right 
justified’ against the solid tab position. 

A review of "DeskTop Publishing With GeoWorks" 
from Compute Books was the major topic of the GeoSig 
column I was working on at the time of the fire. That’s one 
topic for the October article. See you this Sunday at the 
meeting! Q 


Now The True Story Can Finally Be Told! 
The Story That Inspired a Generation and Scandalized a Nation! 


The Pittsburgh Commodore Group Proudly Presents: 


THE HISTORY OF THE AMIGA 


Filmed in Panavision on five continents, this video examines in lurid detail the project code named 
"Lorraine." If you have ever wondered about the titanic struggle between two computer industry giants, this 
is the film to see! This may be your only chance to find out what REALLY happened in Los Gatos! 


Because of the sensitive nature of the material presented in this ground-breaking video, viewer discretion is 
advised. A TechMedia Video. 


This video will be shown at 9:30am, at Sunday, September 20 Amiga SIG Meeting. 
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GeoSig 


by John Blasdell 


The strongest GEOS 
support of late isn’t coming from 
GeoWorks, but Creative Micro 
Devices. GeoWorks is more 
involved with supporting and 
updating MS-DOS Ensemble. 
CMD has C-64/128 compatible 
hard drives, REUs and an 
increasing variety of software. 
Their 2 newest offerings are 
"Perfect Print", a collection of utilities and fonts that 
improve the printed output and "geoCanvas", an 
alternative GEOS paint program. 

Perfect Print addresses the most frequent complaint 
about 8-bit GEOS: the jagged look unless you use a 
Postscript laser. The May/June issue of R magazine 
reviewed Perfect Print and explained how it works. The 
highest quality is from 24-pin printers, but the 
improvement sounds worthwhile even on 9-pin printers. 
The best output is obtained with the Perfect Print’s own 
fonts. The RUN review gives Perfect Print generally high 
marks. The basic package including all drivers, utilities 
and 7 fonts costs $35 + $5 a eS $50 + $5 shippin 

ets the ‘complete’ package which includes 42 additiona 
onts. The acebask for many of us is that Perfect Print 
wont work with most printers that are strictly 
Commodore compatible. Perfect Print needs a printer 
with Epson or IBM modes, which permit higher 
resolution. I planned to order Perfect Print to use and 
demo, but discovered it wouldn’t work with either of my 
printers. 

GeoCanvas has been under development for some 
time. It’s a bitmap painting program, creating and using 
GeoPaint files. You can create a file in geoPaint, use it 
with geoCanvas, alter it again with geoPaint and so forth. 
This file compatibility also means that other GEOS 
programs can use geoCanvas files as they presently use 
geoPaint and scrap files. I spoke with a CMD technician 
who’s used geoCanvas. He said the added features of 
geoCanvas aren’t as important as the geoPaint features 
that are refined. I planned to order geoCanvas, then found 
out that like Perfect Print, geoCanvas isn’t compatible 
with my hardware. GeoCanvas requires an REU with a 
minimum of 512K. The geoCanvas program isn’t that 
large, but it requires a 512K or larger REU to operate. A 
demo version of the program is available to download 
from both Q-Link and GEnie. The demo version is 
actually the program with all features and functions 
except ‘save’ and ‘print’. I'll download the demo, and if one 
of our members can provide the required REU, we'll take 
a close look at geoCanvas at the September SIG meee. 
I'll also download some of the comments posted so youll 
have an idea what others think, any bugs, etc. 

The PCG has re-established a club account with Q- 
Link. Q-Link is the "official" GEOS BBS, and includes 
utilities and many things to download, GEOS news and 
comments from other users. I’m about to test one feature - 
pene a problem or question and getting answers. I have 
several recurring problems that eat time. If you have a 
problem none of our members can solve, I can post it on 
Q-Link to access other users and the experts. 

A good source for GEOS info is the October, 1992 
issue of RUN magazine. Software reviews, ads for GEOS 
stuff and more make this issue worthwhile. 

You may have seen issues of geoJournal, the 


publication of the GEOS user group in Oregon ony 
Oregon. They published several issues, then disappeared. 
The former editor has a letter in the October RUN listing 
the new address. I wrote asking if they plan to publish, 
when, how often, etc. I'll let you know when I receive a 
response. 

Speaking of magazines, you may wonder what 
became of GeoWorld. That question has been asked on Q- 
Link, and the "rumor" is that a new issue will soon be 
printed. Let’s hope GeoWorld doesn’t go the way of .Info! 

This column was missing from a couple issues of the 
newsletter last Spring. I was at my office polishing a 
GEOS column when a fire broke out in another part of the 
building. That article was just too hot! I bbed my cat, 
keys and a small case with 3.5" GEOS disks - the most 
valuable things I could think of on short notice. I returned 
the next day and salvaged all the computer equipment. 
I’ve learned many sad lessons from this, some of which 
concern repair/replacing of equipment. I waited a few 
days to be sure everything that may have been hit with 
water dried out, then plugged it in. The computer couldn’t 
talk to any of the drives, so I boxed up everything and 
took it to a local technician. Bad chip in the computer and 
dead power supply for the #1581 drive. Not bad, 
considering everything else I lost. He replaced the 
computer chip and I thought I was back in business. I 
rorgut about the Great GeoGremlin; he didn’t perish in the 
ire. 

Several keys on the C-64 wouldn’t respond. It’s hard 
to type without frequently used letters, including e, a, r 
and s. As soon as the computer got warm, no amount of 
preamire would activate those keys. After a few days this 

appened even when the computer was cold. I found my 
original C-64, which had a dead video chip, missing key, 
etc. My "newer" C-64 had all the parts I needed, so 
surgery was in order. By the time I was done swapping 
parts between the 2 carcasses I felt like Dr. Frankenstein. 
Like the good Doctor, I was extremely happy when my 
creature came to life. So far, I’ve had better luck with the 
villagers. 
tried locating a #1581 power supply locally, which 
was like trying to find repair parts for a submarine. 
Several dealers eggosted I try the mail order companies. 
Many disk drives for various brands and formats require 
5 volts DC for the logic and 12 volts DC for the drive 
motor, so I was surprised that none of the area dealers I 
called stock replacement yore supplies. My local 
Macintosh dealer had a used power supply from a hard 
drive - more amps than I needed but the proper voltages, 
and the $20 price was right. Commodore printed a pin-out 
diagram on the #1581 power supply case, so wiring the 
hard drive power supply for the #1581 was easy. 
Unfortunately, that wasn’t the problem. I knew it was 
either a component on the controller board or the drive 
itself. I thought finding someone to tell me which would 
be a piece of cake. I called stores that sell and repair 
Anes No, they couldn’t repair or even diagnose the 
problem. They don’t repair 8-bit Commodore equipment. 
They also suggested I try the mail-order companies. I 
called computer dealers who sell other brands; they 
suggested I just replace the drive instead of trying to 
repair it. 

Replacing the #1581 would have been the quickest 
and cheapest fix, and the best for another reason. 
Quickest, because I would have received the replacement 
drive in a week or less. Trying to get it ‘fixed, now took 2 
weeks. Cheapest, because a couple of mail order 
companies were advertising refurbished #1581 drives for 
$118 - $129. I spent $20 for the power supply, $108 


Continued on Page 10... 
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repairing the drive, several dollars in long distance calls, 
$20 in gasoline and several hours calling, driving here 
and there looking for parts, takin e drive to a 
Commodore/Amiga dealer in Mercer County who had all 
the parts in stock (1+ hour North), then picking it up. 
Total cost over 2 weeks: over $200 plus the value of my 
time. Oh well, this was a learning experience. I said it 
would have been better to replace for another reason. The 
repaired drive has worked well for 5 months, but had I 
bought a replacement drive, I'd also have the original 
#1581 as a source of parts. One ad in the latest RUN 
magazine lists refurbished #1581s (they were 
discontinued by Commodore) and one lists new ones, so 
they may be a very scarce item. The replacement drive 
assembly, also a Chinon like the original and many A- 
500s, is the noisiest drive I’ve ever heard. Sounds like a 
buzzer. No stealth technology used here! 

The technician who repaired my C-64 showed me a 
power supply he was using for one of his own drives. 
Radio Shack sold Coleco power supplies some time back 
for about $7, clearance sale price. This particular power 
supply had enough amps output to power a #1581 or 
#1541-II drive, so I set out to buy some. I didn’t find any, 
but theyre worth looking for when you're near an 
electronics or toy store. You may get lucky! Be sure the 
replacement has the same or a output than the 
original: 5 VDC = 1 amp, 12 VDC = .5 amp for the 
#1581/#1541-II. Other drives will vary. Check the specs! 
The plug that goes into the game is different so you'll 
have to wire the Commodore plug to the replacement 
power supply. A voltmeter can tell you which wire is which 
if there’s no pinout diagram, or one of our ‘experts’ can 
advise you at the monthly meeting. A little more work 
than buying a ‘real’ Commodore power supply, but for less 
than $10 apiece you could keep one or more of these 
handy. 


Some lessons I think I’ve learned are: 


1) Finding someone to repair equipment is gettin 
harder. Most people don’t repair a ba 
component, they replace it. If you plan to 
stay with a particular platform, especially 
an 8-bit machine, keep your eye open for 
bargain components. is wont make 
sense if you're using Ensemble, as the 
components you buy tomorrow will be 
better and cheaper than the items they 
replace. I have two C-64 computers, three 
C-64 power supplies, two printers, two 
#1541 drives, one #1581, but no extra 
monitor (I’m looking.) The equipment 
can’t depreciate much further, and having 
a spare to use or sell to a friend may prove 
as valuable as a spare tire some day. 


2) I’ve always believed in supporting local dealers 
whenever possible. I wanted answers and 
repairs nearby when needed. The term 
“mail order companies" used to be the 
dirtiest words you could say in a computer 
store. Just as bad as 4-letter words, and 
likely to evoke the same reaction from the 

roprietor. Imagine my surprise when the 
ocal dealers I talked with actually 
suggested mail order companies for 
repairs and ordering components. Even 


the ‘Superstores’ recommended mail order. 
OK, if mail order is the way to go, what 
role, if any, do local dealers have if you 
don’t need on-site installation? 


People reading this will ask me why I didn’t go to this 
dealer or that one. If there is a local dealer who could 
have quickly and efficiently done the repairs, they should 
be spreading the word through ads in the Yellow Pages or 
this newsletter. Dealers who remain a well-kept secret 
usually don’t do well. Advertising and promotion make the 
cash register ring! 

Some people are blessed with a nearby dealer who is 
knowledgeable and performs miracles, but often the 
dealer knows nothing about equipment or software they 
sold last year. The manufacturer may be out of business. 
Telecomputing offers great support at a reasonable price; 
the various commercial, club and privately run BBS 
systems provide access to experts on most any subject. 

our local Computer User Group, eapacial if it’s 
reasonably large, may be your best source of information 
and support. GEOS users are quite fortunate; there’s such 
a large installed base that answers, utilities and 
hardware are readily available. 

I must give GeoWorks credit for trying and for 
continued support of the 8-bit software. I ordered a 
replacement set of Boot Disks last fall, hoping to 
eliminate a couple of bugs. They sent a defective set; I 
returned the disks. I wrote in March inquiring about a 
replacement set; they shipped a new set but installed 
them with a serial number not keyed to my programs. I 
returned these. A customer service rep cal a and left a 
message on my answering machine apologizing for the 
problems; they somehow thought I wanted the Boot Disks 
installed. They probably figured anyone with this many 
problems nee od. all the help I could get. Anyway, she said 
another set would be shipped and they were. Only one bug 
in the new set. We criticise GeoWorks for this and that, 
but this is a splendid example of a company going out of 
its way and spending more time and money just to keep a 
customer happy. I spent $10 + shipping for the 
replacement set; this cost BSW 3 sets of disks plus 
shipping, the cost of their reps’ time and the phone call. 
I’m impressed! 

If you’ve used GEOS for several years, you may 
remember Mystic Jim’s software and a hardware item 
called Tim’s Timer: a strange looking piece of home brew 
that plugs into joystick port 2 and gives GEOS a 
hardware clock like the Amiga, PCs, etc. vas too cheap 
to buy one at the original price of $50, but Allen Taffel had 
a used one for $15. In one way, it’s no big deal. In another 
way it is, because it’s one more automated step. An Auto- 
Exec file on my boot disks reads the hardware clock on 
boot-up and sets the GEOS clock, another Auto-Exec 
checks the Calendar Date Book and displays the day’s 
listing, then another Auto-Exec loads the REU with the 
files I normally use. This all happens automatically after I 
type: load":*",9,1". Speaking of Allen, he’s one source for 
unusual and forgotten items. He brings many used 
software and hardware items to each month’s meeting 
and can be found at a table on the main floor with many 
‘treasures’ for various computers. 

I lost track of how many letters I’ve written to 
magazines requesting a user group listing for the PCG. I 
wonder what many of the magazines do with their mail?? 
We eae Hanes in the June, 1992 issue of RUN magazine on 
page 29. 


Continued on Page 8... 
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IN THE ARCADE AT 


SOUTHLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
RT. 51 PLEASANT HILLS, PHONE 653-9050 
AUTHORIZED COMMODORE SALES AND 
SERVICE 
AUTHORIZED GVP AND GOLDISK DEALER 
REPAIR TECHNICIAN AVAILABLE ALL 
STORE HOURS 


DAY-SA 
OVER 250 PIECES OF PRODUCTIVITY 
SOFTWARE 
AND GAMES IN STOCK ALONG WITH 
PERIPHERALS 


ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES 


...Continued from Page 1 


give you something solid to take home. Trust me. Read on. 

Now here we come to the facts and figures. The group 
spent a total of $932.50 to upgrade our BBS. We needed a 
new hard drive, a new hard drive controller, and a new 
power supply. We expect this equipment to last at least 
another 5 years. 

Unfortunately, this is almost half of our checking 
account balance. We need to recover a good bit of these 
costs. 

Here is what we're going to do. First off, we’ve raised 
the downloading fee from $5 to $10 for this year to help 
us, but this will not be enough. 

We then came up with this program of incentives: For 
every $5 that you donate to the BBS, we’ll give you a Disk 
of YOUR choice from our extensive library of Aika and 
Commodore 64 & 128 software. In addition, for every $20 
that you donate, you'll receive an extra half hour online 
per day. 

So basically this means that even if you're NOT using 
the BBS, you'll benefit! You'll insure that the newsletter 
will come out every month, you'll insure that your records 
are up to date, you'll be insuring the PCG of new 
members, AND you'll be receiving a FREE Disk chocked 
full of programs that you can use for every $5 you donate! 

Does this sound fair? I certainly think it does! So this 
Sunday, see ME and donate some money towards 
something that YOU'LL see an IMMEDIATE benefit 
from. If you don’t know who I am, I’m the new Treasurer. 
You can’t miss me. 

I hope to see you at the next meeting. Long live the 
PCG and long live its members! 

John Mulcahy Q 


C Programming 
SIG/Class starting at 
September Meeting 


We will start off during the afternoon SIG time with our 
C programming SIG. 
Agenda for the first meeting: 


Discussion of topics to cover for further 
sessions. 


Introduction to C programming and Amiga 
programming. 


Overview of available materials from 
Commodore for programmers 


Overview of freely distributable programmer 
tools and éxamples 


Startup.c: an example program following 
Commodore style guidelines 


For further meetings, I’d like to cover: 
Font/Screen independent user interfaces 
Programming to support ARexx 
Using IFF 
Come to the meeting and share your experiences and 
questions with others interested in C programming. Q 


JoirthePCG forthe 
timeofyourlife! 


Missing a few pages? 
If you appear to be missing a few pages, like 
maybe all the pages between page 2 and 
page 11, then you are probably holding the 
complimentary demonstration copy of the 
PCG Newsletter. To get information on 
becoming a club member and receiving the 
complete PCG Newsletter in the mail ten 
times per year, read the information on page 
2 and fill out the accompanying application. 
Please, join us! 
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Suffering from the ecomputer-confusion. blues? 
Commodore, VIC-20, C-64, and C-128 are registered trademarks of Commodore 


PCG can be just the prescription you need. No Business Machines, Ltd. Amiga is a registered trademark of Commodore Amiga, Inc. 

question is too simple or too complex for ‘the Apple and LaserWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 

collective resources of the hundreds-of Commodore 

users comprising the Pittsburgh ( 'ommodore Group This newsletter was made possible only through the contributions of the members of 
7 i the PCG, and their Sponsors. All articles contained herein are solely the work of the 

the largest user group 1n the area. PCG supports the individual authors, and may not reflect the opinion of the PCG. Any article may be 

Commodore user with specialized discussion groups reprinted provided that the author and the PCG receive proper credit. 

addressing your interests, monthly "hands-on" 

meetings for face-to-face idea sharing, an association Duquesne University Campus 

store offering bargain prices on instructive books, Bluff Street 


disks, and many other useful items, and a Public 
Domain software library of thousands of program§ ; 
It’s the beginning of the end of the computer blues 
when you join the PCG. For more information on the 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group, call the PCG BBS at 
434-5483, or contact any Board Member. 


We meet on the third Sunday of each month (except 
July and August) at 


DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY 
MELLON SCIENCE HALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 AM 


Information about the AmigaSIG Inadver- 
tantly left out of this month’s Newsletter: 
Program for this Sunday (9/20/92): 


@ Neal Kushner discusses CrossDOS 5.0! 
@ New SIG Leaders ask for input! 


**x FEATURED SPEAKERS** 
Kim Cannon & Brian Sales 
(CDR Systems in Swissvale) 

discuss what’s new at NEWTEK and 

they demo the TOASTER 2.0! 


